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SPOTTERON PLATFORM

Since 4 years we develop the Citizen Science 
platform SPOTTERON

Currently over 18 projects are running on the 
platform

Core concept: shaping Citizen Science 
together

Why we do it - connecting people with science
and their environment



Each project is individually tailored,  
no “one app for all”

Each project runs its own  
smartphone apps and 
interactive browser maps

modular concept: all extensions
are available for all projects

Don’t walk alone: 
Support and updates 
during the whole runtime



EXPECTATIONS 
APPS IN 2018



WHY SMARTPHONE APPS?

The tool in our pocket:
“Swiss Knife” for participatory science

Always connected:
Smartphones represent direct communication

Reaching out while being close:
Apps are easily available and can reach new groups

Reconnect the youth on eye-level:
Especially younger generations can be included and 
excited by the use of devices



BASIC APP EXPECTATIONS IN 2018

FAST: Performance, 
Usability and Mobile First

NICE: High level of “Look & Feel”
and interface design

SOCIAL: Social Citizen Science: 
Community features in apps

SECURE: Security, Privacy & GDPR (DSGVO)
It is the responsibility of a project or platform 
to care for its user’s security & privacy



FAST: PERFORMANCE, USABILITY & MOBILE FIRST

Performance:
Distributed server infrastructure

Usability:
Apps need device-oriented design 
for immersion, fast use and practical 
experience.

Mobile first: 
Mobile devices are already the most 
important platform and connect us to 
the world.



NICE: HIGH LEVEL OF “LOOK & FEEL”& INTERFACE DESIGN

Look & Feel
Layouts, interfaces & logos 
communicate stories, emotions and 
traits - it is important how an app looks

Interface Design:
Interactive tools need interfaces, which 
are guiding users, are optimized for 
devices offer structure and access to all 
features.



SOCIAL: SOCIAL CITIZEN SCIENCE & COMMUNITY FEATURES

What are Community Features?
Liking, commenting, following: 
User interaction is an important corner 
stone of interactive tools.

Social Citizen Science:
Citizen Science should not only be 
about data collection. With social 
features, Citizen Science tools can reach 
out, grow, foster long-term motivation 
and also data quality.



SOCIAL: SOCIAL CITIZEN SCIENCE & COMMUNITY FEATURES

Examples of social features in modern interactive applications:

USER
REGISTRATION
AND LOGIN

USER
PROFILE

SOCIAL  
MEDIA
SHARING

APPRICIATION
BUTTONS

COMMENTS

FOLLOWING FEED VIEW NOTIFICATIONS

                      HASHTAGS# USER GROUPSUSER RANKS GAMIFICATION



SECURE: SECURITY, PRIVACY & GDPR (DSGVO)

Security:
Encryption matters - all sensitive data traffic 
must be encrypted by SSL / TLS (https)

Privacy:
Citizen Science should use as less external 
scripts as possible & should not track users.

GDPR:  
Consider data protection. Additionally 
personal data management options should 
be built directly inside the tools.



EXPECTATIONS & CHALLENGES



WE ARE CITIZEN SCIENTISTS EXPECTATIONS
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APPS ON
www.spotteron.net









GOT FEEDBACK OR QUESTIONS?

Philipp J. Hummer
SPOTTERON  
Citizen Science Tools

email: office@spotteron.net
skype: spotteron
phone: +43-676-598-2272

www.spotteron.net

THANK YOU.


