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When you can spot the  
Japanese beetle

LIFE CYCLE OF POPILLIA JAPONICA

PUPATION
Pupating occurs in a 
small cell after a few 
weeks of feeding in 
springtime. 

HATCHING OF THE
ADULT BEETLES
The adult beetles hatch 
from the soil from mid-
May to mid-July and are 
active until September. 

PEAK FLIGHT 
The first wave of beetles 
occurs towards the end 
of June, with the peak 
flight activity predomi-
nantly observed during 
the first weeks of July.

HOST PLANTS
The beetles feed on over 
400 host plants, such 
as corn, grapevine, soy, 
stone fruits, small fruits, 
and landscape trees.

FIRST, SECOND AND
THIRD INSTAR LARVAE
The females can lay up 
to 60 eggs, from which 
the first larvae hatch. 
The larvae grow and 
feed on fine roots and 
organic material 2.5-5 
cm below the ground. 
They moult twice until 
late autumn. The larvae 
then stop feeding
and overwinter in their 
third instar at a depth of 
5-10 cm.


